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About the National Science and Technology Council 

President Clinton established the National Science and Technology Council (NSTC) by Executive
Order on November 23, 1993. This cabinet-level council is the principal means for the President to
coordinate science, space and technology policies across the Federal Government. NSTC acts as a
“virtual” agency for science and technology (S&T) to coordinate the diverse parts of the Federal
research and development (R&D) enterprise. The NSTC is chaired by the President.  Membership con-
sists of the Vice President, Assistant to the President for Science and Technology, Cabinet
Secretaries and Agency Heads with significant S&T responsibilities, and other White House officials. 

An important objective of the NSTC is the establishment of clear national goals for Federal S&T
investments in areas ranging from information technologies and health research, to improving trans-
portation systems and strengthening fundamental research.  The Council prepares R&D strategies
that are coordinated across Federal agencies to form an investment package that is aimed at accom-
plishing multiple national goals. 

To obtain additional information regarding the NSTC, contact 202-456-6100 or see the NSTC web site:
http://www.whitehouse.gov/WH/EOP/OSTP/NSTC/html/NSTC_Home.html
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On the cover:  
This combination of a 
scanning tunneling micro-
scope image of a silicon
crystal’s atomic sur-
facescape with cosmic
imagery evokes the vast-
ness of nanoscience’s
potential.
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The following documents have been prepared by the Interagency Working Group on
Nanoscience, Engineering, and Technology (IWGN):

• National Nanotechnology Initiative , internal NSTC/CT/IWGN report, reviewed by the
President’s Committee of Advisors on Science and Technology (PCAST) Nanotechnology
Panel. Expected release in February 2000 (see http://www.nsf.gov/nano/). 

• Nanostructure Science and Technology (NSTC report). R.W. Siegel, E. Hu, and
M.C. Roco, eds. 1999. Worldwide study on status and trends; available on the Web:
http://itri.loyola.edu/nano/IWGN.Worldwide.Study/, on CD-ROM from WTEC, and as hard-
cover publication from Kluwer Academic Publishers (1999).

• Nanotechnology Research Directions: IWGN Workshop Report . M.C. Roco,
R.S. Williams, and P. Alivisatos, eds. 1999.  Provides input from the academic, private
sector and government communities; available on the Web:
http://itri.loyola.edu/nano/IWGN.Research.Directions/. 

• Nanotechnology – Shaping the World Atom by Atom (NSTC report). I. Amato. 1999.
Brochure for the public (this report); available on the Web:
http://itri.loyola.edu/nano/IWGN.Public.Brochure/.

Additional information on U.S. activities in nanotechnology can be found in the following
report:

• R&D Status and Trends in Nanoparticles, Nanostructured Materials, and
Nanodevices in the United States (includes review of U.S. funding), sponsored by 7
agencies in 1997, Proceedings published in January 1998, R.W. Siegel, E. Hu and
M.C. Roco, eds., WTEC, on the Web: http://itri.loyola.edu/nano/US.Review/. 

Additional information on the National Nanotechology Initiative will be posted on the Web:

• OSTP Committee on Technology Homepage at
http://www2.whitehouse.gov/WH/EOP/OSTP/NSTC/html/committee/ct.html

• National Science Foundation Homepage at http://www.nsf.gov/nano/




