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CHAPTER 1: Budgets for Statistical Programs

This chapter provides information about agency budgets for major statistical
programs  for  FY 1997,  FY 1998,  and FY 1999. It highlights the effects of



Bureau of Labor Statistics and the Energy Information Administration,
respectively) whose sole missions are statistical; these organizations are
referred to as principal statistical agencies and appear as line items in the
President’s budget. In other cases, agencies have statistical programs that
support their program planning and evaluation functions or that are an
outgrowth of their administrative responsibilities. In these cases, the
budget for statistical activities is a portion of the total appropriation for that
agency. In addition, a statistical program is not always executed by the
agency that sponsors it. In these instances, the work is done on a
reimbursable basis by another Federal statistical agency or  by a private
organization under contract.

•









of Agriculture to fund peak-year data collection activities. No funds were
provided for the multi-agency GPRA measurement initiatives. A reduction of
$1 million in list development costs was achieved by combining the list



• Provide new statutory authority for the limited sharing of confidential
statistical information among specific Federal statistical agencies solely for
statistical purposes, leading to increases in the accuracy of statistical
estimates and in the efficiency of Federal data collection systems.

The following are highlights of proposed program changes in the principal



Energy Information Administration: An increase (+$2.5) is requested to
provide funds for the collection of data on carbon emissions and for the
cross-cutting analysis of carbon management policies and related data.

National Agricultural Statistics Service: The total request is $11.1 lower than
the FY 1998 funding level. The request reflects a decrease in staffing and
activity levels in the five-year Census of Agriculture program (-$13.3).
Increases are requested for a pesticide  use  survey  of the horticulture and
greenhouse industries (+$1.4), the Agricultural Economics and Land Owner-
ship Survey (+$0.1), and the collection of aquaculture statistics (+$0.5).

National Center for Education Statistics: Increases (+$9.0) are requested to



Table 2: ESTIMATED AGENCY REIMBURSEMENTSFOR STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES, FY 1999(In millions of dollars)

Agency

Direct
Funding

Reimburs-
able
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CHAPTER 2: Programs and Program Changes

This chapter presents brief descriptions of the statistical activities of the
agencies covered in this report. The chapter highlights program changes for
Federal statistical activities for FY 1999 as proposed in the President’s budget.
Hence, the focus is not on base program activities that continue to be
supported by budget requests, but rather on new activities, improvements, or



for long-term follow-up or specific scientific studies. ATSDR analyzes the
statistical significance of disease, biomarkers, and other health outcomes in the



—Support the National Epidemiological Survey on Alcohol Use and



Safety

The Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) collects and reports data on the
occurrence of work-related injuries and illnesses.

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) maintains overall
responsibility for the national injury and illness record keeping system, based
upon employer records, which is used to determine the cases that are included
in the annual BLS Occupational Safety and Health Survey. OSHA provides
guidance to both the public and private sectors, sets standards, develops
regulations, and evaluates programs on injury and illness data.



planning, such as distribution of Federal funds and planning for local
transportation and health care services.

Major program changes and new activities in periodic demographic statistics
planned for FY 1999 are as follows:

• The budget request for the 2000 decennial census includes funds to:

—







transferred to the Economic Research Service in the FY 1998 appropriations.
This will allow FNS to provide support to congressional and other requests
for analysis of proposed policy changes and program improvements and to



—Develop a supplement on hate crimes in the National Crime Victimiza-



—Combine research and statistics on effective practices for a one-time
special analysis report on education in the year 2000;

—Implement an Early Childhood Longitudinal Survey that chronicles the
physical, cognitive, and socio-emotional development of children begin-







Energy and Minerals

The Energy Information Administration (EIA) collects and disseminates data
on energy reserves, production, consumption, distribution, prices, technology,



municipal and industrial water supply, and water quality management; and
conducts a national  resources inventory,  providing data on the status and
condition of natural resources on non-Federal lands.

The Forest Service (FS) conducts renewable resource inventories of forest lands
and  collects statistics  on forest products.    These data are used  to  identify



•





statistical activities to sample internal and external multi-year data on both
nationwide and  local  levels  and  conduct related data analysis to improve



internationally comparable data on innovation indicators, investments, and
impacts.

National Accounts

The Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA) has primary responsibility for the
preparation, development, and interpretation of the National Income and
Product Accounts. BEA programs include the Gross Domestic Product (GDP);
the wealth accounts, which show the business and other components of





—In an effort to improve the timeliness and accuracy of the Consumer
Price Index (CPI), the budget request includes funds to accelerate the
process of  updating the CPI market basket (including expanding the
sample size of the Consumer Expenditure Survey by about 50 percent);



items are published in over 400 reports each year. The Census of Agriculture,



—Conduct an interagency research effort to strengthen understanding of
the costs of food borne illness, and the benefits and costs of programs
and policies designed to improve the safety of the Nation’s food supply.
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CHAPTER 3: Long-Range Plans

This chapter describes selected ongoing and new interagency initiatives to
imp]208 sie the performance of Federal statistical p]2grams.

Interagency  Council on Statistical Pol5(of)al p]2grams.



• Organizing efforts to meet emerging welfare and health data needs, through
the design of new questions or rethinking of existing surveys and the
development of collaborative arrangements with the states.

• Strengthening data on national and personal income by filling gaps in
existing data sources.

• Developing plans for better coordination and integration of data on
employer-provided health benefits and other forms of non-wage compensa-
tion.

• Improving availability and use of education data by applying consistent
definitions, thus permitting better integration of data from different sources.

• Managing implementation of the new North American Industry Classifica-
tion System, so as to provide a bridge between the old and new coding
structures.

• Increasing access to Federal statistics through One-Stop Shopping on the
World Wide Web.

• Developing partnerships to facilitate the use of electronic data interchange
in Federal statistical systems.







Although proposals may address any aspect of survey methodology, priority
will be given to basic research proposals that have broad implications for the
field in general and that have the greatest potential for creating fundamental
knowledge of value to the Federal statistical system. Because methodological
problems often require knowledge and expertise from multiple disciplines, the
research program will focus on collaborations among the relevant sciences,
including the social and behavioral sciences, statistics, computer sciences, and
economics.

2000  Decennial  Census Planning

Efforts to  re-engineer the 2000  decennial census have been driven by two





enhanced data on children and youth; improve the reporting and dissemina-



Improving  and Integrating  Health Surveys



care, teen and out of wedlock births, infant mortality, causes of death, and
life expectancy. NCHS has convened a panel of experts to develop revised



• Completed the comprehensive revision of the national accounts by carrying
the newly featured measures of GDP and prices back to 1929; extended the
improvements made to GDP and prices to the GDP-by-industry, national
wealth, gross state product, and international estimates; completed the



survey of selected services; and working with Treasury and the Federal





level. Estimates  of an all-industry  total  and of major industry  groupings
would function as broad national indicators of labor shortages, but would not





Titles



system should reflect statistical rules only or allow a role for local opinion;
frequency of updating; and territorial coverage.



government officials charged with carrying out constitutional and legislative
mandates, such as redistricting legislatures, enforcing civil rights laws, and
monitoring progress in anti-discrimination programs. The second group
consists of the staff of statistical agencies producing and analyzing data that
are used to monitor economic and social conditions and trends. Statistical and
policy analysts from the Federal agencies that generate or use these data have
been considering tabulation issues and will provide recommendationrovi OMB
for tabulation guidelines.   OMB expects to issue these guidelines by the end
of 1998.
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Appendix





Glossary of Department and Agency

Abbreviations
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Department of Commerce (DOC)



EIA—Energy Information Administration





BJS—Bureau of Justice Statistics

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/

BoP—Bureau of Prisons

http://www.bop.gov/

DEA—Drug Enforcement Administration

http://www.usdoj.gov/dea/

(Go to ‘’Drug Data’’)








