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and Budget on the Review of the
Metropolitan Area Standards and
Recommendations for Standards for
Defining Core-Based Statistical Areas for
the First Decade of the 21st Century,’’
provided in the Appendix to this
Notice. Section G of the Appendix
presents for public comment the
specific standards recommended by
MASRC for adoption by OMB. This
overview summarizes MASRC’s
recommendations to OMB, with
particular attention to recommendations
that represent noteworthy conclusions
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metropolitan area (MA) standards and
alternative approaches to statistical
definitions of metropolitan and
nonmetropolitan areas and providing
recommendations to OMB for possible
changes to the current standards.
Completion of this charge required: (1)
Identifying current statistical uses of
MAs and assessing whether and how
those uses might bet

-ropolitan andtppr0empirand lyt estns to OMB for possibpotmplid aVerD-0or12-OCT-99 13:24 OrHo19,nFos9 JkHo190000 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 4701 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\A20OC3.0s9 pfrm03 PsN: 20OCN2
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adjacent CBSAs should take place when
there are weaker but still important
commuting ties between entire CBSAs.
The CBSAs that are combined should
retain separate identities in addition to
being recognized as parts of Combined
Areas (Section E.7).

MASRC recommends identifying the
city with the largest population in each
CBSA, as well as any additional cities
with large population or employment
totals, as principal cities (Section E.8).
The title of each CBSA should include
the name of the largest principal city. If
there are multiple principal cities in a
CBSA, the names of the second largest
and third largest principal cities should
be included in the title, in order of
descending population size (Section
E.9).

These recommendations and others
are described in greater detail below.

Notes on Data and Maps

E.9).
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in New England, where MCD-based
areas currently constitute the official
MAs.

The choice of a geographic unit to
serve as the building block can affect the
geographic extent of a statistical area
and its relevance or usefulness in
describing economic and demographic
patterns. The choice also has
implications for the ability of Federal
agencies to provide data for statistical
.1 fiblopoal a0 T affect the
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qualify counties—under specified
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Current standards Recommended standards
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in the central county or counties of the
CBSA; or

(b) At least 25 percent of the
employment in the county is accounted
for by workers who reside in the central
county or counties of the CBSA.

A county may not be included in
more than onf the Cwf aA countl

A county tht qualiftiel
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